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Overview

Title: Worship

Speaker: Dr. Gary Parrett, Gordon-Conwell Theological
Seminary

The purpose of this course is to consider together the
relationship between worship and Christian formation and
implications of this for the designing and leading of community
worship experiences.

Some specific questions we will be asking include: What is
worship? What is Christian formation? How are these
related? What can we learn from worship and spiritual
formation in the Old and New Testaments that will help us in
designing and leading worship experiences today? What can
we learn from worship and Christian formation in the history of
the Church that will help us in designing and leading worship
experiences today? 

How do the various worship traditions and styles shape
Christians? What are some of the theological principles that
guide us in our thinking as we plan and lead worship
experiences? How does/should worship interface with a third
great task of the Church—evangelism? What are some
practical concerns that we must consider as we plan and lead
worship experiences?
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I. GOALS

1. Understand the key aspects of worship

2. Understand what the ten commandments teach you
about worship

3. Be able to design worship experiences and learn
strategies for leading music that encourage biblical
worship

II. ABILITY TO EMPLOY WHAT YOU ARE
LEARNING FOR THE BENEFIT OF PEOPLE

III. REQUIREMENTS

1. 15 sessions

2. 2 hours per week (lesson and discussion)

3. Prerequisites

4. None

5. Format

6. Audio
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BiblicalTraining.org

BiblicalTraining.org is not–for–profit ministry that gives all
people access to a world–class Christian education at no cost.
Our classes range from new believers to biblical literacy
(“Foundations”), deeper Bible study (“Academy”), and
seminary–level training (“Institute”).

We are a 501(c)3 not–for–profit and rely solely on the
donations of our users. All donations are tax deductible
according to the current US tax codes.

DISTINCTIVES

World class. All Bible classes are taught by world–class
professors from major seminaries.

Holistic. We want to see students move through content to
deep reflection and application.

Configurable. Ministries can use BT lectures as well as their
own to design their educational program.

Accessible. BiblicalTraining is a web–based ministry whose
content is provided at no cost.

Community–based. We encourage people to learn together, in
mentor/apprentice relationships.

Broadly evangelical. Our materials are broadly evangelical,
governed by our Statement of Faith, and are not tied to any
one church, denomination or tradition.

Partners. We provide the content and delivery mechanisms,
and our partner organizations provide the community and
mentoring.
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YOUR SPEAKER

Dr. Gary Parrett has been part of the Gordon-Conwell
community since 1998, and currently serves as Professor of
Educational Ministries and Worship. Prior to going to
Gordon-Conwell, he taught in the areas of Youth Ministries and
Biblical Studies at nearby Gordon College for two years. In
addition to his work as a professor, Gary has some twenty
years of experience in pastoral ministry, having served
churches in Boston, New York City, New Jersey, Seattle and
Seoul, Korea. He is also a regular speaker at conferences,
retreats and seminars. Over the past decade, especially, he
has enjoyed the privilege of helping to equip pastors serving in
several countries throughout Asia.

Gary has written articles on Christian education and on
worship for publications such as the Christian Education
Journal and Christianity Today magazine. He is the co-author
of three books. Special areas of study and teaching for Gary
are historical and biblical foundations of Christian education,
catechesis, worship, and issues of faith and culture. He is also
a lover of music and has written numerous hymns and
choruses for congregational worship, including a recently
published collection of hymns.

Gary did undergraduate studies at Multnomah School of the
Bible, received a B.A. from Faith Evangelical Lutheran
Seminary, an M.Div. from Regent College in Vancouver, and
an Ed. D. from Columbia University. He is a member and
former vice president of the North American Professors of
Christian Education.

Source: Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary

Education 
EdD, Columbia University

MDiv, Regent College

BA, Faith Evangelical Lutheran Seminary
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Student’s Guide

We are pleased that you have chosen to use materials from
BiblicalTraining.org. We trust you will find them to be of the
highest quality and truly helpful in your own spiritual growth
and that of your church. Please read through the following
guidelines; they will help you make the best use of this guide.

WEEKLY SCHEDULE

Listen or watch the lesson. The lesson for each chapter is
designed to be listened to outside of your meeting. Each
lesson lasts for an hour. This is a crucial step. If the meeting
time with your fellow students is going to be productive and
encouraging, everyone in the group needs to have listened to
and wrestled with the lesson.

Take notes. This guide has the outline for each lesson with a
summary of the teaching for each major point. If you are
unable to take notes while listening to the lesson, please work
through the guide at some point before your meeting.

Questions. Each chapter closes with a series of questions.
Some of the questions are data based, confirming that you
understand the information. Other questions are more
reflective, helping you move beyond the important
accumulation of knowledge to challenging you to think through
what you are learning about God, yourself and others, and
finally to application. Our encouragement is to think through
your answers before your meeting and then use the meeting to
share your thoughts and interact with others.

Meeting. Meet together with your group. While some people
may have to study on their own, we strongly recommend
finding a group with which you can study. A group provides
encouragement to finish the class. Interacting with others, their
understanding and insight, is the most effective way to
sharpen your own thoughts and beliefs. Just as you will need
the help of others from time to time, so also, they will need
your help.
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Facilitator’s Guide

If you are leading the group or mentoring an individual, here
are some suggestions that should help you.

Your role is to facilitate. This is not an opportunity for you to
teach. In fact, the less visible role you take, the better. Your
role is to listen and bring out the best in the other people.

Preparation. Be sure to have done your homework thoroughly.
Have listened to the lesson and think carefully through the
questions. Have an answer for each question that will get the
conversation going. A great question is, “What is the Lord
teaching you this week?”

Creativity. What works to help one person understand may not
help another. So, listen to the conversation and pray that the
Lord help you bring out the greatest interaction among all the
people.

Correct error. This is difficult. If someone says something that
isn’t right, you don’t want to come down on them, telling them
they are wrong and shutting down their participation. On the
other hand, if you let an obvious error pass, the rest of the
group may think you agree and what was said was correct. So,
look for gracious ways to suggest that perhaps the person’s
comment was incorrect.

Focus. Stay focused on Jesus and the Bible, not on church or
religious traditions.

Lead the discussion. People don’t want to listen to a sharing of
common ignorance. Lead by asking questions that will prompt
others to think.

Silence. Don’t be afraid of silence. It may mean nothing more
than people are thinking. But if the conversation lags, then ask
thought–provoking questions to get the discussion started, and
then step out of the way.

10
Worship



Discipleship. Be acutely aware of how you can mentor the
people in the group. Meet with them for coffee. Share some life
with them. Jesus’ Great Commission is to teach people to
obey, and the only way this happens is in relationships.

Different Perspectives. People process information and
express themselves in different ways based on their
background, previous experience, culture, religion and other
factors. Encourage an atmosphere that allows people to share
honestly and respectfully.

Privacy. All discussions are private, not to be shared outside
the group unless otherwise specified.

Goal. The goal of this study is not just increased knowledge; it
is transformation. Don’t be content with people getting the
“right” answers. The Pharisees got the “right” answer, and
many of them never made it to heaven (Matt 5:20).

Relationships. Share everyone’s name, email and phone
number so people can communicate during the week and
follow up on prayer requests. You may want to set up a way to
share throughout the week using Slack or WhatsApp.

Finish well. Encourage the people to make the necessary
commitment to do the work, think reflectively over the
questions, and complete the class.

Prayer. Begin and end every meeting with prayer. Please don’t
do the quick “one–prayer–covers–all” approach. Manage the
time so all of you can pray over what you have learned and
with what you have been challenged. Pray regularly for each
individual in the meeting
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1
Key Aspects of Worship (Part 1)

I. WORSHIP IS SOMETHING WE DO BOTH
INDIVIDUALLY AND IN COMMUNITY

Both personal worship and worship in community are
important

II. WORSHIP IS BOTH HABITUAL AND
INTENTIONAL

A. Scripture texts (intentional)

Romans 12:1, Matthew 9:13, Hosea 6:6, Micah 6:8



B. Intentional acts should be the overflow of a lifestyle of
worship (habitual)

Isaiah 1:10-18, Amos 5:21-24

C. What does the Lord require of us?

Micah 6:6-8

D. Both intentional and habitual is required

If we are worshiping God intentionally, we will be people that
treat others with mercy and justice

III. WORSHIP ALWAYS INVOLVES BOTH
REVELATION AND RESPONSE
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A. Isaiah 6:1-8

When Isaiah experienced a revelation of God, he responded
by expressing his willingness to serve God

B. Jesus as buddy?

A balance of Law and Gospel is required

C. Key concept throughout Scripture

Deuteronomy 6:4-5, Ten Commandments, Romans 12:1, John
4:24, 1 John 4:7-8

D. God is the subject and object of our worship

God calls us to worship him and we direct our praise to him
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E. Designing a worship experience

It is helpful to discuss the elements of a corporate worship
service
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QUESTIONS

1. In what ways do you worship God individually? In what
ways do you worship God in community? As you
worshiped God this week, what do you know about your
relationship with him that you didn’t know before or you
haven’t thought about in a while? How did it change the
way you lived and made decisions?

2. Why is Romans 12:1 an example of, “revelation and
response?” What is a passage in the first eleven chapters
of Romans that is especially meaningful to you? How does
this motivate you to respond to God? How do you live your
life differently as a result?

3. In Isaiah 1:10-18, what did God compare Jerusalem and
Judah to? What was the disconnect in this passage and in
Amos 5:21-24? Is there an area in your life where there is
a similar disconnect? What does God want you to do about
it?
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4. In Micah 6:6-8, what three items does Micah refer to in
order to describe what the Lord requires of us? How is that
similar to other Old Testament passages and sayings of
Jesus? What are some examples of people or
organizations that do as well or better in these areas than
believers? What is a recent example in your life that
exemplifies one or all of these?

5. In Isaiah 6:1-8, what does Isaiah first understand about
God when he sees him? What is Isaiah’s response? What
does God do next? What is Isaiah’s response? What does
God reveal next to Isaiah? How does Isaiah respond?
What has God revealed to you recently? How did you
respond? If you can’t identify something that God revealed
to you, is it because you haven’t asked or that you’re not
hearing him? What are you going to do about it?

6. In Isaiah 6:1-8, we see God’s revelation about his
character, his action and his will for his people. As you
read this passage, what stands out to you about God’s
character, his action and his will for you in your life today?

6
Worship



7. What does Dr. Parrett mean when he says that our
relationship with God should be characterized by a balance
between Law and Gospel? In what ways is your
relationship with God characterized by each of these
elements? How could it be more balanced? What does
God want you to do about it?

8. How does the Shemah and the Ten Commandments teach
the concept of revelation and response? What is the
context in which they were given that make them important
passages in God’s revelation in the Old Testament? What
are some ways in which these two passages help you
understand God’s character and make a difference in how
you live each day?

9. How does John 4:24 and I John 4:7-8 teach the concept of
revelation and response? What is a specific example from
your life in how you are living it out in your daily life?
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10. What does Dr. Parrett mean when he says that God is both
the subject and object of our worship? How does this help
you understand your relationship to God better? How will
you apply it in your daily life?
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2
Key Aspects of Worship (Part 2)

I. BIBLICAL TERMS FOR WORSHIP

A. Old Testament

Shachah – “bowing down” and ‘avad – “service”

B. New Testament

Proskuneo – “bowing down” and latreuo – “service”
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C. What does it mean to, “bow down?”

Having an attitude of submission and humility

D. Submission, humility and service must go together

Serving as an act of obedience

II. DEFINITIONS OF WORSHIP

A. Bowing all that we are before all that God is

B. Our faithful response to God’s gracious revelation
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III. WORSHIP REQUIRES PARTICIPATION; IT IS
NOT A “SPECTATOR SPORT”

A. The Korean phrase – “watching worship”

Literally, “watch and worship”

B. Worshippers are called to be active

Participation is active, but is not always obvious

C. Scripture Texts

1 Corinthians 14:6, 2 Corinthians 1:20, 1 Corinthians 14:16,
Ephesians 5:18-21, Psalms, Colossians 3:16

IV. WORSHIP INVOLVES PARTICIPATION OF THE
ENTIRE PERSON
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A. Our spirits – “deep calls unto deep” – John 4:24

Worship is spiritual

B. Our minds

Content of Scripture and songs

C. Our will

Worshiping is a decision we make

D. Our emotions

The use of hymns, praise choruses and sometimes silence
can help us express our emotions
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E. Our bodies

This could include singing, standing, kneeling, bowing down,
dancing, etc.

V. WHEN WE WORSHIP IN COMMUNITY, OUR
CONCERNS FOR INDIVIDUAL FREEDOM AND
SELF-EXPRESSION MUST BE BALANCED
WITH A SENSITIVITY TO FELLOW
WORSHIPPERS

Freedom and sensitivity are both important

VI. THE SUBSTANCE OF OUR WORSHIP IS
ALWAYS MORE IMPORTANT THAN THE STYLE
OR FORM OF OUR WORSHIP

What is going on in your heart is more important than the form
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VII. OUR RESPONSE INCLUDES THE ELEMENT OF
OFFERING OR GIVING

A. Old Testament

Examples of offerings in the Old Testament

B. New Testament

Examples of offerings in the New Testament
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QUESTIONS

1. How did your worship service this past week clarify
revelation for you? How did it help you respond to that
revelation? How did it make a difference in your life this
week?

2. What are the two key concepts that come from the words
used for worship in both the Old Testament and New
Testament?

3. What might “bowing down” in worship to God bring to mind
besides the physical act of bowing? In what ways do you
do this both individually and when you worship
corporately? How does it affect your relationship to God?
How does it make a difference in the way you daily live?
How would this affect your choices as a worship leader?
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4. Why is it important for both “bowing down” and “service” to
be part of the way you worship? Why are Epaphras and
Mary (mother of Jesus) good examples of living this out? In
what ways are these true of you? How could you improve?

5. What are the two definitions that Dr. Parrett uses to
describe worship? In what ways do they include each of
the elements described in question #3? What do you do in
our individual worship that is consistent with these
definitions? What do you do in your corporate worship that
is consistent with this definition? In what ways could you
improve in both your individual and corporate worship?

6. In what ways are many of the Psalms written that indicate
the active nature of worship? What are some of the
passages in the New Testament that emphasize the active
nature of worship? What is one particular passage that
stands out to you? How does it motivate you to worship in
an active way? How does worshiping this way affect your
relationship to God and also the way you live? How does
this affect your choices as a worship leader?
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7. What does Dr. Parrett mean when says that worship
involves the participation of the entire person? What
elements does this include? In what way do you include
each element when you worship individually? How do you
include each element when you worship corporately? How
does this affect the way you live? How would this affect
your choices as a worship leader?

8. How can silence be an effective element of worship in your
personal life? How can it be an effective element in a
corporate service?

9. How can you use your body in your personal worship?
How can you use your body in a corporate worship
service? What hinders you from physically expressing
yourself when you worship? What is something you could
add to what you currently do physically when you worship
that would enhance your expression of worship to God?
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10. What should not constrain you when you express yourself
physically in corporate worship? What should not constrain
you? How is the Lord speaking to you in this area for
yourself and your congregation?

11. How is 1 Corinthians chapter 14 a helpful guideline for the
tension between freedom in worship as an individual and
sensitivity to fellow-worshippers?

12. What does Dr. Parrett mean when he says, “the substance
of our worship is more important than the style of our
worship.” How is a “formal” liturgy different from a
“spontaneous” liturgy? How are they the same? What are
the advantages and disadvantages of each one? How
would you characterize the liturgy in your church? What
elements of the other type of liturgy could you include in
your corporate worship that would benefit your
congregation?
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13. What are the examples of offerings that Dr. Parrett refers
to in the Old Testament? Which one of these could you
offer this week as an act of worship? How will you do this
in a practical way?

14. What are the examples of offerings Dr. Parrett refers to in
the New Testament? Which one could you offer this week
as an act of worship? How will you do this in a practical
way?

19
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3
Key Terms and Features

I. KEY TERMS

A. Shachah

Prostrate yourself, bow down

B. ‘avad

Serve
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C. Yir’ah

Show respect, fear, awe

D. Yadah

Give thanks

II. KEY FEATURES

A. Emphasis on worship as life (holistic)

Deuteronomy 6:4-5, Micah 6:6-8

B. Worship is costly

God’s initiation is costly and our response to God is costly
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C. Holiness of God in worship

Design of the tabernacle and temple, priestly system and
sacrificial system

D. Mercy and grace of God is celebrated in worship

Micah 7, Psalm 103

E. God is both transcendent and immanent

1 Kings 8:27-30, Isaiah 66:1-2

F. Focus of worship is on the gracious acts of God on
behalf of his people

The Festivals are a time to retell what God has done, like the
Exodus

22
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G. Worship Takes on different forms and requires
different kinds of responses

This can include reading Scripture and contemplation, shouts
and silence, musical instruments and singing

H. Worship involves declaring the truth about God and
his reign in the world

Psalm 73

I. We become like the object of our worship

Psalm 115, Isaiah 44

J. The maturing worshiper moves from seeking God’s
hand to seeking God’s face

Psalm 27
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QUESTIONS

1. What are the verses that Dr. Parrett mentions in the Old
Testament as examples of worship being habitual, holistic
and with integrity? In what ways do these verses show that
the Old Testament describes worship as a lifestyle of
integrity rather than just theological abstraction? What are
specific ways in which you live your life so that you are
worshiping habitually and holistically? What is an area that
God wants you to improve in? What will you do about it?

2. What are word pictures in the Old Testament that indicate
that worship must be costly to us? What are the arguments
for spending money on buildings vs. funding projects that
focus on the spiritual and/or physical needs of individuals?
How does your congregation make decisions in these
areas?

3. In what ways is God’s holiness magnified in the Old
Testament? How does thinking about these examples
affect your view of God and your relationship to him? How
does that make a difference in the way you live each day?
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4. What passages does Dr. Parrett refer to as examples of
the mercy and grace of God? How do they illustrate these
elements of God’s character? How does this compare with
how God is described in the New Testament?

5. What do transcendence and immanence mean? What are
the passages that Dr. Parrett refers to that describe God’s
transcendence and immanence and what do these
passages say? How do these passages help you
understand God’s nature and character?

6. What is the gracious act of God on behalf of his people
that is recorded in the book of Exodus? What are some of
the miracles God did to accomplish this? Why did God
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establish the Festivals for the people of Israel to celebrate
each year? What is one of those festivals? What story
does it tell? What was the significance of this story to the
people of Israel? What significance is there in this festival
to us as believers in Jesus today? How does it make a
difference in the way you live each day?

7. What are some of the different forms of worship and
responses in worship that are described in the Old
Testament? What are some ways you worship God
individually and what are some ways you worship in a
congregational setting? How do they help you focus on
your relationship with God? How does it make a difference
in your life?

8. What does Dr. Parrett mean when he says, “Worship is
about world-making?” How did this apply to the people of
Israel? How does it apply to you as a disciple of Jesus?
How does Psalm 73 illustrate this truth?

9. What are the two passages Dr. Parrett refers to that
illustrate that we become like the object of our worship?
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What is one way that you have become more like God,
recently?

10. What does it mean to seek God’s hand rather than to seek
his face? How has your worship changed in this way?
What is an area in your life that God wants you to improve
in this way? How does Psalm 27 encourage us to do this?
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4
The Ten Commandments (Part 1)

I. PREAMBLE AND THE FIRST COMMANDMENT

A. Two reasons the Decalogue is significant

Historical Background and the commandment, “Love God and
Love your neighbor”

B. Numbering systems

28
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The commandments are numbered differently by various
religious groups

C. Preamble – “I am the Lord your God…”

This begins the covenant document and indicates God’s
initiation and invitation

D. First Commandment – “You shall have no other Gods”

Flows from the preamble and emphasizes that God is one

29
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QUESTIONS

1. Where in the Bible will you find the Ten Commandments?
Why are they also referred to as the, “Decalogue?”

2. What does Dr. Parrett say are the two reasons that the
Decalogue is significant? Why are the 10 commandments
considered an exposition of the exhortation to, “Love God
and love your neighbor?” What does the Decalogue teach
you about God’s character? How do they make a
difference in the way you live?

3. What is the “Preamble” that Dr. Parrett refers to? What
does it tell us about the Decalogue, God’s character and
what God has done? Why is it significant in how we
worship?
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4. What is the first commandment? What are other Old
Testament passages that teach this same idea? Why is
this important as we plan and participate in worship?

5. What group of people is this commandment directed to?
Why is this commandment an important reminder to you
and your congregation? What other “gods” are there in
your life that you sometimes worship instead of God? What
is God leading you to do about it?

6. What are other “gods” for your congregation and what is
God leading you to do about these?
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7. What are some examples in the Bible where this
commandment was put to the test? What do you learn
about God and your relationship to God from these
examples?

8. Why is it important to meditate on the commandments and
the Bible in general? What suggestions does Dr. Parrett
give for ways to help you meditate? What works for you?
How often do you meditate on the commandments and/or
Scripture? How is God leading you to improve in this area?
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5
The Ten Commandments (Part 2)

I. THE SECOND COMMANDMENT – “YOU SHALL
MAKE NO GRAVEN IMAGES”

A. False physical images come from false mental
images

B. We craft an image of God in our minds
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C. Exodus 32

D. Commandment speaks against the limiting of the
glory of God

E. Worship God as he truly is

F. Individual applications
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G. Reason behind the Second Commandment – jealousy
of God

H. What about physical images in the church?

I. Clarity in worship
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QUESTIONS

1. What does Dr. Parrett say is the origin of false physical
images? What false images of God have you had (either
mental or physical)? How did you know your mental
images of God were inaccurate or inadequate? What did
you do to correct them?

2. In what way was the story in Exodus chapter 32 a violation
of the second commandment? When we make a physical
image to represent God, what are we limiting? Why is that
harmful to our relationship to God and how we present
God to others?

3. What verses does Dr. Parrett use to positively state this
commandment? How is true worship described in each of
these verses? What is an aspect of God’s character that
you struggle with accepting? How is God leading you to
worship him in this area?
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4. What are the misconceptions that Dr. Parrett mentions?
Why are each of these an inadequate view of God? What
is the truth about God’s character that is related to each of
these misconceptions? Which one of these misconceptions
is the most likely for you to attribute to God? How will you
worship God differently in that area?

5. What are characteristics of God that seem mutually
exclusive? If we completely understood everything about
God, would he be worth worshiping? How do we worship
God in Spirit and in truth even when there are apparent
contradictions?

6. What are the six suggestions Dr. Parrett gives for helping
people corporately worship God in truth? What does your
congregation and pastor do well? In which areas do you
need improvement? What does the Lord want you as a
worship leader to do about it? What can you do to add
variety from different perspectives and traditions to keep
your worship experience fresh and challenging to people to
worship a God in a way that celebrates his mystery?
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7. What is the difference between multi-ethnic and
multicultural? How can you recognize the difference? Why
can it be more challenging to encourage a congregational
identity that is multicultural? What are the possible benefits
of making the effort?

8. In your typical church service, how much Scripture is read?
What is the value of the public reading of the scripture?
How is the Lord leading you to do this more and to use
different formats and strategies to make it challenging and
relevant?

9. What is the reason for the second commandment? Why is
this a legitimate reason and not rooted in arrogance? In
what ways does it hinder us from worshiping in Spirit and
truth if we worship physical images of God or base our
worship on misconceptions of his nature and character?
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10. What are examples of the way that images can be used to
communicate who God is and what the Gospel message
is, in a way that’s Biblical? How were images used in the
Tabernacle? Why did their creation and use not violate the
second commandment? How do you use images
personally and in your congregational meetings? Is the
Lord leading you to make any changes?

11. What are the verses that teach that Jesus came to earth as
the exact representation of God? What can be helpful
about making a representation of Jesus as a human? What
are the possible dangers of doing this?

12. What is the key word that Dr. Parrett associates with the
second commandment? How can this help you guide your
choices as you worship individually and also design your
worship services?
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6
The Ten Commandments (Part 3)

I. THIRD COMMANDMENT – “YOU SHALL NOT
USE THE NAME OF THE LORD YOUR GOD
FOR EMPTINESS”

A. Stated positively – “Hallowed be thy name” (Mathew
6:9)

B. Individual application
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C. Application in the church

D. The Name
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QUESTIONS

1. What are some of the ways that Dr. Parrett suggests that
we could translate this commandment? What are some
phrases that you commonly hear that might fit this
description? Is there a word or phrase that you often use
that uses God’s name in an “empty” way? What can you
do to avoid using God’s name in an “empty” way?

2. What is a way that we could state this commandment in a
positive way? What is the context for Matthew 6:9? Why do
you think this is the first phrase? How does this make a
difference in your relationship with God and in how you live
your life each day?

3. In what ways do you take the Lord’s name seriously in your
church? How can you use God’s name in the worship
service to fill it up with greater weight and meaning?
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4. When you pray individually or out loud in a group, how do
you use the names for God in a way that is honoring and
worshipful? In order to pray, “in Jesus name,” does it only
mean to say those words at the end of a prayer or is it
something more than that?

5. In what situations in your church do people claim to be
speaking for God? How is this commandment relevant in
these situations? How does your church honor this
commandment in these situations? How could your church
improve in this area?

6. What is the distinction that Dr. Parrett makes between
prophecy in the Old Testament and prophecy in the New
Testament? In what ways and in what contexts could
prophecy be beneficial to an individual and a
congregation? What is your responsibility to respond if
someone claims to prophecy and it seems to be
inappropriate? How is God calling you to participate in this
area?
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7. Have you as an individual or as a church done a study on
the names used to refer to God in the Bible? What are
some of the names? What do these names teach you
about God’s nature and character? How does that make a
difference in your relationship to God and how you live
your life?
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7
The Ten Commandments (Part 4)

I. FOURTH COMMANDMENT – “REMEMBER THE
SABBATH DAY,…”

A. Different interpretations on how this should be applied
by Christians today
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B. Some scholars view the Old Testament Law as having
the three aspects of ceremonial, civil and moral

C. The Fourth Commandment is a combination of all
three aspects

D. Possible reasons for not holding to the strict
interpretation of the Sabbath

E. There are enduring applications of keeping the
Sabbath
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F. Celebrating the Sabbath has applications for both
individual worship and corporate worship

II. FIFTH COMMANDMENT – “HONOR YOUR
FATHER AND YOUR MOTHER…”

This has implications both for family relationships and worship

III. COMMANDMENTS SIX THROUGH TEN

Love your neighbor as yourself
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QUESTIONS

1. What is the fourth commandment? What are ways in which
different denominations apply this commandment? How do
you honor this commandment in your own life? How does
honoring this commandment make a difference in your
relationship to God? How does it affect the way you live?

2. What parts of the Old Testament Law does Dr. Parrett
describe as the ceremonial Law? What is the Scriptural
basis in Hebrews and Colossians for not observing the
ceremonial law? What can you learn from the ceremonial
Law about your relationship to God? How does it affect the
way you live?

3. What are some examples of the civil aspect of the Old
Testament Law? What is the Scriptural basis for not living
according to the civil aspect of the Law? What can you
learn from the ceremonial Law about your relationship to
God? How does it affect the way you live?
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4. How does Dr. Parrett describe the moral aspect of the Old
Testament Law? As a believer, what is your relationship to
the moral Law? What does it teach you about your
relationship to God? How does it affect the way you live?

5. Why is the nature of the sabbath a reflection of all three
aspects of the Old Testament Law? What verses in the
New Testament that relate to how we as believers should
honor the sabbath? What does your church do to
encourage people in your congregation to honor this
commandment?

6. What are the applications that Dr. Parrett teaches for
honoring the fourth commandment? What does it teach
you about worship? What has changed about your view of
how and why you should observe the sabbath individually
by applying the “3 R’s?” How should it change the way you
worship as a congregation?
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7. How does the fifth commandment relate directly to both
loving God and loving your neighbor? In what ways is
submission an essential element of worship? How does
viewing worship in this way help you understand your
relationship with God? How will you live differently as a
result?

8. In what way are commandments 6 through 10 related to
worship? What is the key word that Dr. Parrett associates
with these commandments? What is an example of a way
that you acted toward another person that was an act of
worship? How does God want you to improve in this area?
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8
Book Discussion and Worship in
the New Testament (Part 1)

I. DISCUSSION OF THE BOOK, WORSHIP,
COMMUNITY AND THE TRIUNE GOD OF
GRACE, BY JAMES B. TORRANCE

Insights regarding Christocentric worship and strategies to
invite the Holy Spirit to be active in your corporate worship
services.
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II. CONTINUITY AND DISCONTINUITY

A. Continuity between Old Testament and New
Testament worship

The character of God, revelation and response and ethical
demands are a few items that the OT and NT have in common
regarding worship

B. Discontinuity

Two of the differences in worship between the OT and NT are
the understanding of God and how we approach God
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QUESTIONS

1. Why does Dr. Parrett say that a Christocentric focus in
worship results in a trinitarian emphasis? In what way do
you see this happen in your congregational worship? How
does this happen in your individual worship? How does this
affect your view of who God is and your relationship with
him?

2. How does worship link us to the church through the ages
and the universal church? In what ways could you
emphasize this more in your congregational worship? In
what ways could you emphasize this more in your personal
worship? How would this deepen your relationship with
God and make a difference in the way you live?

3. What does John Stott identify as the three quests that each
person has? What are the answers that the church can
provide for each of these? How can you structure your
worship activities to help people pursue a relationship to
God in a way that they can realize each of these?
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4. What did Dr. Fee mean when he said that in our doctrine,
we are trinitarian, but that often the evangelical church is
binitarian in its theology and practice? How can you
structure your congregational worship to welcome the
ministry of the Spirit? How does God want you to welcome
the ministry of the Spirit in your individual worship and the
way you live your daily life?

5. What is the tension between being confident in your
justification and working out your salvation in the process
of sanctification? How does a proper understanding of
justification give you the freedom and the motivation to
actively pursue sanctification? How is that true in practical
ways in your life?

6. What are some characteristics of worship that are
contained in both testaments? In what ways are these a
fulfillment of further revelation of God’s character as
revealed in the Old Testament rather than a departure and
contradiction of the Old Testament? What is one aspect of
God’s character that is revealed in a new way in the New
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Testament that makes a difference in your life on a daily
basis? Why? How do you express that in worship
individually and in a congregational setting?

7. What are elements of worship described in the Old
Testament? Which of these should we still include today in
our individual worship and corporate worship? Which, if
any, should be left out? Why?

8. What evidence is there that revelation and response is a
model for worship in both testaments? How do you
practice that in your individual worship and your
congregational worship?

9. What teaching is there in both the Old Testament and New
Testament that true worship is a lifestyle? How do you
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practice that in your individual worship and congregational
worship? How does this make a difference in your ethical
behavior?

10. What does Dr. Parrett mean when he describes
discontinuity between worship in the Old Testament and
New Testament as shadow and substance? How do you
express this in your individual worship and in your
congregational worship? How does this distinction help you
understand your relationship with God? How does it make
a difference in how you live?

11. Why did God institute the annual feasts described in the
Old Testament? Why don’t we celebrate them now? What
does Dr. Parrett suggest would be the value of a church
calendar? How might this help you to worship God as an
individual and as a congregation?
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9
Worship in the New Testament
(Part 2)

I. JOHN 4

A. Misconception of worship

The conversation with Jesus and the woman in Samaria

B. Misconception of God

God is Spirit

57
Worship



C. Spiritual worship according to his revelation of truth

Jesus reveals himself as the Messiah

II. INVITATION INTO THE LIFE OF GOD

God desires worship in spirit and truth

III. CHRISTOCENTRIC FOCUS

Christ is our sacrifice, high priest and true worship leader

IV. ROLE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
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A. Person, presence, prompting and power

The Spirit is essential in the process of worship

B. Transforming power

1 Corinthians 3:17-18

C. Gifting

1 Corinthians 14:26

D. Always glorifies the Father and the Son

The Spirit often works in ways that are fresh and spontaneous

E. Priesthood of all believers
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As believers, we may approach God directly

V. LEADER OF WORSHIP

A. Jesus is the true leader

Jesus is the one that offered the true sacrifice

B. Pastors, ushers, etc.

People who lead or assist in the liturgy are worship leaders

C. Not limited to the area of music

Each element of a congregational service is an aspect of
worship
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VI. ST. MARY OF THE FEET – SISTER OF MARTHA

A. Luke 10

Mary was at the feet of Jesus when Martha was serving

B. John 11

Mary pleads to Jesus on behalf of her brother Lazarus

C. John 12

Mary is with Jesus after he raises her brother Lazarus
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VII. HEBREWS

Hebrews talks about how Jesus is superior to worship in the
Old Testament

VIII. REVELATION

A. All nations

Bigger glimpse culturally, racially, etc.

B. Song of salvation

Song of praise

C. God’s holiness

God is worthy of our worship
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D. Part of a larger movement

Cultural awareness and relevance are important

E. Triumph of God

God reigns and nothing escapes his notice

F. Celebrating the first coming of Christ

Christ’s life and death on the cross is foundational for our faith

G. Looking forward to the second coming of Christ

We anticipate the physical return of Jesus
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H. Praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” in the meantime

As in the Lord’s prayer, “Thy Kingdom come.”
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QUESTIONS

1. What is the background leading up to the conversation that
Jesus has with the woman in John chapter 4? What does
Dr. Parrett say is a possible misconception about the
background of the woman? How might that change your
understanding of how Jesus responds to her? In what way
is this a reminder that God wants you to recognize the
importance of treating people that you encounter with
compassion?

2. What was the woman’s misconception of worship? How
does Jesus correct this misconception? How does Jesus
describe true worship? How does that make a difference in
how you worship as an individual and as a congregation?

3. Why is it appropriate to have a Christocentric focus for
your worship, both individually and in your congregation?
What does this look like practically?
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4. What is the role of the Holy Spirit in your individual worship
and corporate worship? What are the forms that this could
take? How will you incorporate this into your personal
worship and your congregational worship?

5. Why is Jesus considered to be the true leader of worship?
Who are the human leaders of worship in your
congregation? Why does Dr. Parrett say that worship
leaders include more than just the musicians? How does
that make a difference in the way you structure your
congregational services?

6. Who does Dr. Parrett refer to as, “St. Mary of the Feet?”
What does her example teach you about worship? How
does this make a difference when you worship individually
and as a congregation?
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7. How does the book of Revelation describe worship as
something that all nations will do? What are other
examples in both the Old Testament and New Testament
indicating that all nations will worship God? How does that
make a difference in how you worship individually and how
you worship as a congregation?

8. What does Dr. Parrett mean by, “chronological snobbery?”
How is this related to, “cultural language?” How can you
use the maxim, “meet me where I am, and help me go
where I need to go” as you plan your congregational
worship?

9. Why is it sometimes difficult to celebrate the triumph of
God? What does the book of Revelation and Psalm 73
teach us about God’s plan? How can we incorporate this
theme into our individual worship and congregational
worship?
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10. How does the book of Revelation present the themes of
the first coming of Jesus, the second coming of Jesus and
the prayer, “Come, Lord Jesus?” How do we include these
themes in our individual worship and our congregational
worship?
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10
Book Discussion 2

BOOK REVIEW

This is a review of the book, Reaching our Without Dumbing
Down: A Theology of Worship for this Urgent Time, by Marva
J. Dawn. It includes some points from the book, Contemporary
Worship Music: A Biblical Defense, by John M. Frame.
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I. AN APOLOGY

Dawn’s work is quoted as being an apology for the idea that
for using classical music and traditional worship, it is the only
artistically, aesthetically appropriate way to worship God.
However, churches like Willow-Creek in the Chicago area
employ contemporary worship strategies to connect with
people in their community in order to reach people with the
gospel message.

II. IMPORTANT THEOLOGY

Dawn makes some theological points about congregational
worship being primarily for God and also for spiritual formation
of believers. There are different views on how the Sabbath
described in the Old Testament and how believers worship in
the New Testament are connected.

III. INCONSISTENCIES AND CONTRADICTIONS

Dawn may have not adequately researched the content of
contemporary music and the impact it is having on individuals
and congregations. However, it’s important to be thoughtful
about using terms like “Ebenezer” and “catholic” in a way that
people in the congregation will understand what they mean.
“Meet me where I am and help me go where I need to go.”
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IV. TRAINING

It is important to train worship leaders on a regular basis to
give them tools and strategies that promote the spiritual life of
the church. It’s also important to train the congregation about
the significance of worship and the meaning of the elements of
the worship service.

V. WORSHIP AND CHRISTIAN FORMATION

Both contemporary and liturgical styles of worship can be
effective in a congregational service. The culture of the church
should change as the people of the church grow in their
understanding of their relationship to God and how they live
their lives. Seekers might respond to and benefit from being in
a catechumenate program.

VI. NATURE OF THE CHURCH

Intergenerational and intercultural interaction are important
elements of church life to be aware of.
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QUESTIONS

1. Throughout Christianity, there is a wide variety of cultures,
backgrounds, experiences and tastes among worshippers,
both within specific congregations and throughout the
world. How can this be both a blessing and a challenge as
you plan your congregational worship and relate to other
people and congregations?

2. According to Dawn’s book, what are the priorities of the
congregational worship service? Do you agree? Why or
why not? How does this make a difference as you plan
your congregational worship?

3. How do you structure your worship service to be relevant
and challenging to as many people as possible without
compromising the message of the gospel? How do you
choose the activities you will include, the songs you will
sing and the order of service? How does this relate to Dr.
Parrett’s examples of, “Ebenezer,” and “catholic?”
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4. What are some suggestions that Dr. Parrett gives for
strategies to inform visitors about the elements of your
congregational worship service and make them feel
welcome?

5. Is your congregational worship service based on a formal
liturgy or informal liturgy? What are the advantages and
disadvantages of each? How could you include elements
of the style you currently don’t use in a way that would be
helpful to your congregation?

6. Dr. Parrett describes the tendency in evangelical churches
to not address issues of spirituality and sanctification, and
that their worship is often shallow and merely cognitive.
The result is that some people are leaving churches. Are
there ways in which your church fits that description? If so,
what can you do in your individual worship and
congregational worship to address these concerns in a
way that will promote and exemplify an authentic spiritual
experience with the living God?
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7. How does Dr. Parrett say that the overall culture of a
church should change over time? What do you do to
accomplish this? What are the strong and weak
characteristics of the culture of your church? How can you
as an individual and as a congregation continue the strong
characteristics and improve on the weak ones?

8. Dr. Parrett discusses the idea of each church setting up a
catechesis program designed to educate and motivate
seekers and new believers to understand and live out the
basics of the Christian faith. Do you currently offer
something like this in your church? Do you think it’s a good
idea? Why or why not? If it is a good idea, what will you do
to create one?

9. Some churches offer a traditional worship service and a
contemporary worship service? Why does Dr. Parrett say
that this is inconsistent with the Biblical model of the
Church? The Willow Creek model designs Sunday morning
services for seekers and meetings during the week for
teaching at a deeper level. What are the advantages and
disadvantages to this approach? What does Dr. Parrett
suggest that you should be aiming for?
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11
Designing Worship Experiences

I. HANDOUT FOR THE CONGREGATION

A. Introductory comments

Printed information for visitors about the worship service helps
them feel welcome

B. Principles of worship
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Worship is about God and for God

C. Elements of worship

There are regular features in most Sunday gatherings
including elements like a preparation time, call to worship,
hymn, announcement, praise song, prayer, confession,
sermon, communion, benediction, etc.

II. COMMUNION

Different traditions reflect various teachings about the meaning
of the elements, how the Lord’s Supper should be celebrated,
how often and who should participate.

III. JOHN 13

The account of Jesus celebrating the Last Supper with his 12
disciples
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IV. SACRAMENT

A. Zwingli

Described the Lord’s Supper as a memorial

B. Calvin

The elements of the Lord’s Supper have the spiritual presence
of Jesus

C. Luther

The essence of the bread and wine in the Lord’s Supper is a
mystery
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QUESTIONS

1. What are the main points about principles of worship that
Dr. Parrett begins with? How might this be helpful to
visitors and new believers as well as a reminder to regular
attenders? Which points are good reminders to you? Why?

2. In your church, is the time of preparation before your
congregational worship designed more for focused
contemplation or informal gathering? What are the
advantages to each? Which do you want to promote as
your church culture? What would the value be on an
occasional or regular basis to direct your congregation to
do one or the other for a specific purpose?

3. What is the value of having a time of confession as a
congregation? Why is choosing a Psalm to lead this time
often appropriate? What type of passage should you
choose as a Biblical response for a time of confession?
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4. What is the value of having a time of declaration of faith as
a congregation? What Biblical passages or creeds will you
use?

5. What is the value of having a time of public prayer? What
is edifying to the congregation to pray about during this
time? Who should lead the prayer? What will the
involvement of the congregation be (e.g., reciting a
scripture or the Lord’s prayer in unison, etc.)?

6. How often will you serve communion? Will you serve the
elements the same way each time? Who will serve the
elements? How will you encourage people to prepare to
receive the elements? How will you encourage people to
respond once they have taken the elements?
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7. What is the purpose of a song of commissioning? What is
the difference between a benediction and a doxology?
What is the value of having a song of commissioning and a
benediction at the conclusion of your congregational
service?

8. To whom is this passage written and what is the sin that 1
Corinthians chapter 11 is pointing out? Why is the
celebration of communion often an appropriate time to
present the gospel message for unbelievers that are
present? What are the two “directions” in which we should
examine our hearts?

9. In John chapter 13, what were the non-cognitive elements
that Jesus and the disciples participated in? How were
each of these elements powerful experiences in the
relationship between Jesus and the disciples and among
the disciples themselves?
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10. What were the theological teachings about the Lord’s
Supper of Zwingli, Calvin and Luther? Which do you think
is taught by Scripture?
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12
Video Discussion 1

I. ANCIENT-FUTURE FAITH

People may be willing to begin attending church as a seeker to
investigate Christianity

II. THE CONTENT, CULTURE AND STRUCTURE
OF WORSHIP

Worship is the celebration of God’s mighty acts in history
culminating in the work of Jesus. It is important to cultivate a
culture that draws people in and focuses on the gospel.
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III. HOSPITALITY

Greeting people is a gift and an important ministry

IV. THE ARCHITECTURE

Architecture can include both aesthetic and practical elements
to help people worship

V. THE PROCESSIONAL

Processionals can be done beautifully and artistically. Times of
responsive greetings, prayer and confession can be
meaningful parts of a worship service

VI. HOLISTIC PARTICIPATION

Creating space for multi-sensory experiences that include
symbol and ritual can be meaningful
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VII. CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP

Planning and flexibility are both important elements in the
structure of a worship service

VIII. PRACTICAL ISSUES AND CULTURAL
PRETENSE

Accessibility and hospitality are essential to keep in mind when
you consider how you will welcome visitors
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QUESTIONS

1. Why is it Biblical and practically important to cultivate a
culture of hospitality? How do you do this in your church?
How could you improve in this area as an individual and as
a congregation?

2. What are the possible sources of your theology? What are
you doing to examine your thoughts and motives to
determine if you are living your life based on theological
principles that are Biblical?

3. What does Dr. Parrett mean by holistic participation? Why
is it Biblical? Why is it powerful for our individual and
corporate worship experience?
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4. Dr. Parrett states that the elements of a worship service
should always serve the content. What process do you
have in place to plan the focus for each element in the
congregational service and also to evaluate afterwards to
determine if you accomplished what you intended? How do
you manage the tension between preparation and planning
and also allowing for the Spirit to move in a way that is
unexpected?

5. What is the danger of taking a cultural reality and stamping
it with the label of Biblical authority? How does a,
“both-and” approach to cultural issues encourage a
congregation to have expectations that are helpful and also
to foster an attitude of grace and acceptance that promotes
fellowship and unity? What is an example in your
congregation where you are doing this well? What is an
area that you could use to improve?

86
Worship



13
Leading Music

I. PRACTICAL CONSIDERATIONS

Practical considerations for planning the music in a service
include beginning at an agreed time, the time allotted, types of
songs, what instruments and clothing of worship leaders.

II. PRAISE TEAMS

A. Committees as communities

It is helpful for praise teams to develop relationships as they
serve together
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B. Praise team leaders

They have a pastoral responsibility to lead their teams
musically and spiritually

C. Qualifications for a praise team

Spiritual maturity, theological education and musical ability

D. Recruitment

Mutual observation period, trial period, evaluation from both
directions, redirection if necessary and address spiritual issues
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QUESTIONS

1. In your congregational service, what are elements of
worship besides music and singing? How do you promote
an attitude of cooperation and teamwork between the
people who plan and lead each element of the worship
service?

2. What are the expectations for your worship team in terms
of preparation, promptness, participation, planning,
appearance and behavior? How are these expectations
communicated? Who is responsible for monitoring
accountability in these areas?

3. Dr. Parrett suggests that each song should reveal
something of the truth of God and that most songs should
have a congregational rather than an individual focus. Why
is each of these important in a worship service? Do the
songs that your church uses fit this description? If not,
what will you do to add ones that do fit this description?
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4. How does the volume level of the worship leaders and
instruments reflect your understanding of the purpose of
music and congregational singing in your worship service?
What do you do to instruct the musicians and people in the
sound booth to ensure that people in the congregation can
hear the leading of the worship team and also hear the
singing of people around them?

5. Dr. Parrett considers a praise team leader to have pastoral
responsibility for people on the praise teams. What are
practical ways in which a praise team leader could shift his
praise teams from a committee mindset to a community
mindset? Why would that be desirable?

6. What does Dr. Parrett suggest as qualifications for people
being involved on a praise team? Why would each of these
qualifications be important?
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7. What process does Dr. Parrett recommend as a process
for adding someone to a praise team? How does this
compare to the process you currently have in your church?
What would be the benefit of having a process like this to
determine the members of your praise team?
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Video Discussion 2

THIS IS A DISCUSSION OF THE VIDEO,
ANCIENT-FUTURE WORSHIP, FROM THE
ANCIENT-FUTURE WORSHIP VIDEO SERIES BY
ROBERT WEBBER.

I. THE FOUR-FOLD STRUCTURE

Gathering, service of the Word, service of the Table and
dismissal
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II. THE MULTI-ETHNIC CHURCH OF PAUL’S DAY

The first century church had people from both Jewish and
Gentile backgrounds

III. CHILDREN AND YOUTH IN TODAY’S CHURCH

There is profit in having children involved in the worship
service as much as possible.

IV. THE SERVICE OF THE WORD

Reading of Scripture and preaching of the sermon are
important parts of the service

V. THE SERVICE OF THE TABLE

The prayers of the people and the celebration of the Lord’s
Supper were both included in worship services of the ancient
church
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QUESTIONS

1. According to Webber, what is the four-fold structure of
worship that the ancient church followed? Is this still a
good model for churches today? In what ways does your
church follow this model? Should you make changes?

2. Is worship in the New Testament more spontaneous or
liturgical? Why? What elements did they inherit from the
Old Testament? Why did they add to the Old Testament
model?

3. Why was multiculturalism a challenge in the early church?
How did they respond? How is your church responding?
How can you as an individual and as a congregation do
better?
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4. Should children be present in the worship service? If not,
why not? If so, what should their involvement be? What
strategies could you use to get them involved?

5. When considering the principle of revelation-response,
what are some ways that Dr. Parrett suggests would be a
way for a congregation as a group to respond in a worship
service? In what ways do you give people opportunities to
respond in your congregational services? What could you
do to provide more and/or different opportunities for people
to respond?

6. In what ways can we show respect for God and his Word
during the congregational service? What do you do in your
church, and how could you do this better?
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7. In the video, Robert Webber invites unbelievers to come
forward for prayer during the Lord’s Supper. What do you
think about incorporating that practice when you celebrate
the Lord’s supper in your congregation?

8. Dr. Parrett mentions including a testimony as part of some
congregational services. How could this be encouraging
and motivational to people in your congregation? How
could you effectively use someone giving a prepared
statement, an interview format with someone asking the
speaker a few questions, or a video recording that could be
played in the service?
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15
Structure and Elements of the
Worship Service

I. STRUCTURE OF THE WORSHIP SERVICE

A. Gathering

People gather to worship as a group

B. The Word

This might include reading, reciting and preaching of Scripture
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C. Service of the Table

The Lord’s Supper

D. Dismissal

Benediction and a song of commissioning

II. ELEMENTS OF THE WORSHIP SERVICE

A. Offering with prayer

People participate by giving their offerings as part of the
worship service

B. Worship renewal

Introduce new ideas, songs and elements of worship gradually
so it’s easier for people to learn them
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C. Announcements

Consider where you will include announcements and what
kind of announcements you will make by keeping in mind the
overall flow and purpose of the worship service

D. Special Music

Present special music as a time of worship rather than
entertainment

E. Response to special music

An appropriate response can add to the worship service

F. Songs

Songs can include hymns, choruses and psalms
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G. Scripture readings

Public reading of Scripture can be instructive and encouraging

H. Preaching and teaching

The apostle Paul included this as an important element of
public worship

I. Sacraments

The Lord’s Supper and baptism are important elements of
worship in a congregation

J. Prayers

Public prayers and times for individual prayers of confession
and meditation can be significant in a worship service

100
Worship



K. Affirmation of faith

Using the ancient creeds connects us to the universal church
and believers throughout history

L. Greeting

Meeting together is an opportunity to pass the peace of Christ
to each other

III. VARIOUS TOPICS

A. The sermon

The sermon is an opportunity to exhort people with Scriptural
and spiritual truth in a way that helps them pursue their
relationship to God

B. Contemporary or liturgical
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A combination of contemporary and liturgical elements can be
effective in helping people worship

C. Praise songs

Praise songs can help people understand theological truths
and deepen their emotional connection with God and each
other

D. Worshiping God

When we worship, it is important to praise God, thank him and
honor him

E. Preaching and teaching

It is important to understand what the Bible teaches so that it
deepens our relationship to God and changes how we live.
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F. Music

Music should be appropriate, easy to follow and helpful for
people in their individual and congregational worship
experience.

G. Cultural continuums

Learn to identify and celebrate elements of culture that reflect
the image of God.

H. Seeker continuum

On the attitude continuum toward seekers of hostility,
insensitivity, friendly sensitivity and driven, work toward friendly
sensitivity.

I. Summary statements

Worship at its core is revelation and response.
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QUESTIONS

1. What are the elements of Isaiah chapter 6 that are a good
example of the revelation-response pattern? How do you
currently incorporate this pattern in your individual worship
and your corporate worship? How could you do it
differently or better?

2. How does the design of the tabernacle give you another
possible structure for worship?

3. How does Dr. Parrett define, “benediction?” What are
examples in Scripture of benedictions? Do you use a
benediction at the end of each congregational service? If
not, what will you do to begin using a benediction?
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4. What does Dr. Parrett say is the purpose of a song or word
of commissioning at the end of a congregational service?
What will you do to begin using this in your church?

5. What does Dr. Parrett say are possible advantages to
having people give their offerings during the church
service? How could you fill this up with meaning in a way
that is beneficial to both regular attenders and visitors?

6. What are the four steps that Webber suggests for worship
renewal? How could you apply each of these steps to your
church?

7. In what way can announcements be an appropriate part of
the worship service? Where will you include them in the
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order of service? How can you use multi-media before the
service begins, printed bulletins, links on your website and
emails to disseminate information so you can choose
announcements that are meaningful to your faith
community to verbalize in the worship service?

8. How does your church celebrate baptisms? How often and
in what venue do you have them? What preparation is
there for the person being baptized? How do you help
them articulate their testimony? How can you make the
arrangements so that it is a celebration for your
congregation and possibly an opportunity as a testimony to
the family and friends of the person being baptized and the
local community that is near your church?

9. How can you use times of prayer in your worship service?
What different types of prayers can you use to focus on
different aspects of the spiritual lives of individuals and the
congregation as a whole? How can you effectively use
individuals praying out loud, the congregation praying in
unison, times of silence, everyone praying out loud at the
same time, etc.?
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10. What process do you have for determining the length of
the sermon and what type of content the sermon will
include? Are you promoting a culture where the staff and
elders have regular conversations about what length and
type of sermons are best to lead, encourage, teach and
motivate the congregation? What will you do to evaluate
and encourage this type of leadership culture?

11. What are some ways that you can blend and combine
liturgical and contemporary elements of worship? How can
a contemporary chorus help you focus on one doctrinal or
theological truth? How can this also open up the
opportunities for different types of response? How can this
help you when you worship individually and also when you
worship as a congregation?

12. What are the four levels of the, “culture continuum?” What
does Dr. Parrett mean when he says that every culture is a

107
Worship



reflection of both Genesis chapter 1 and Genesis chapter
3? How do we determine how we will respond to a given
aspect of any culture? Why is it important for our
responses to be informed by humility and grace?

13. What are the four levels of the, “seeker continuum?” Which
of these levels does Dr. Parrett describe as a Biblical
response? Do you agree? Why or why not? How does this
affect the way you plan and conduct your worship
services?
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